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In today's fast-paced and often tumultuous world, we are confronted with an array of pains, challenges, and 
temptations. It is natural to pray for these difficulties to be removed from our lives, but as the wise Julius Caesar 
once noted, "/t is easier to find men who will volunteer to die than to find those who are willing to endure pain 


with patience." 


Pain and suffering are universal experiences that can seem like burdens to bear. However, as the Scriptures 
advise, we should "count it all joy when [we] fall into divers' temptations," for the trying of our faith works 
patience (James 1:2-3). The Apostle Paul further encourages us, stating that "a// things work together for good 


to them that love Goa" (Romans 8:28). 


Patience is crucial in our pains and challenges because it allows us to maintain control over our mind, 
emotions, and intellect — the three cardinal aspects of our soul. When we are patient and at peace within 


ourselves, we can better navigate the trials and tribulations that life presents. 


Moreover, pain and challenges are not merely obstacles to be overcome; they are opportunities for growth, 
maturity, and responsibility. As the saying goes, "Every pain and challenge gives birth to something," and more 
often than not, that "something" is a breakthrough or a chance for greatness. 

Just as Jesus Christ endured excruciating pain to achieve salvation, and a pregnant mother goes through the 
pang of birth to welcome a new life, so too can Our own pains and challenges serve as the crucible for our 
elevation and promotion. A gold must go through the fire to become a valuable asset, and athletes must 


undergo rigorous training to achieve their desired fitness. 


The Apostle Paul's own experience further reinforces the importance of patience in the face of adversity. In 2 
Corinthians 12:7-10, he recounts a "thorn in the flesh" that was given to him, a "messenger of Satan to buffet" 
him. Yet, despite this pain, Paul recognized that "the power of Christ" rested upon him, and that God's grace 
was sufficient. Through his patience and acceptance of this trial, Paul was able to boast in his weaknesses, for 
it was in his weakness that the power of Christ was made perfect, and God was glorified. 

Temptations, too, can be a means to draw us closer to God and grow our faith. As the Apostle James reminds 
us, "Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of 
life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him" (James 1:12). One thing is certain: God will never allow 
us to be tempted beyond what we are able to bear, but with the temptation, He will also provide a way of 


escape, that we may be able to endure it (1 Corinthians 10:13). 


Without pain and temptations, we may fall from the noble path and risk our promised eternal life. The devil, 
however, uses his schemes to promise us prosperity in this world, and those who are weaker among us are 
likely to risk their eternal promise for temporal gains. Therefore, we must be vigilant in our choices, guarding 
against the lure of immediate gratification and instead embracing the long-term benefits of patience and 


perseverance. 


It is important to note that those who are not of this world, who have dedicated their lives to the service of God, 
often find their doors closed when it comes to worldly opportunities. They are tempted to renounce their 
identity and compromise their values in order to grasp at the fleeting pleasures and temporary success that the 
world offers. But the true follower of Christ must resist these temptations, knowing that the rewards of the 


eternal kingdom far outweigh the allures of the temporal. 


As we navigate the end-time trends and the myriad of difficulties that come with them, may we be granted the 
maturity, patience, and endurance to persevere. For it is through our steadfast resilience that we can emerge 
stronger, more refined, and better equipped to fulfill our God-given purpose. By embracing the lessons learned 
through our pains and challenges, we can transform them into the raw materials for our own personal growth 


and the glory of God. 


Those who are not of this world, who have set their hearts and minds on the eternal, will often face closed 
doors when it comes to worldly opportunities. They may be tempted to compromise their values and renounce 
their identity in order to grasp at the fleeting prosperity that the world offers. But the true disciple of Christ must 
resist these temptations, understanding that the rewards of the eternal kingdom far surpass the allures of the 
temporal (Revelation 12:11). It is in this very resistance that our faith is tested and strengthened, and our 


testimony shines bright for all to see. 
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